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the preceding nine weeks from 171 to 414, further rose last
week to 449, and exceeded by 24 the corrected average.
The causes of 86, or 2-2 per cent., of the deaths in the
twenty-eight towns were not certified either by a registered
medical practitioner or by a coroner. All the causes of
death were duly certified in Brighton, Portsmouth, Bolton,
Sunderland, and in five other smaller towns; the largest
proportions of uncertified deaths were recorded in Notting-
ham, Liverpool, Salford, and Halifax.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.

The annual rate of mortality in the eight Scotch towns,
which had increased in the preceding seven weeks from
18’7 to 31’7 per 1000, further rose to 32’2 during the week
ending Dec. 5th, and exceeded by as ;much as 9’6 the
mean rate that prevailed during the same period in the
twenty-eight large English towns. The rates in the eight
Scotch towns ranged from 26’0 in Leith and 26’3 in Aber-
deen to 35-2 in Greenock and 38-1 in Edinburgh. The 830
deaths in these towns showed an increase of 15 upon
the number in the preceding week, and included 15 which
were referred to measles, 13 to whooping-cough, 9 to diar-
rhoea, 8 to diphtheria, 6 to "fever," 6 to scarlet fever, and
not one to small-pox. In all, 57 deaths resulted from
these principal zymotic diseases, against 51 and 53 in the
preceding two weeks. These 57 deaths were equal to an
annual rate of 2-2 per 1000, which was 04 below
the mean rate last week from the same diseases
in the twenty-eight English towns. The fatal cases of
measles, which had been 5 and 7 in the preceding two
weeks, further rose last week to 15, of which 12 occurred in
Glasgow and 2 in Edinburgh. The 13 deaths referred to
whooping-cough corresponded with the number in the pre-
vious week, and included 8 in Glasgow. The fatal cases of
diphtheria, which had increased in the preceding three
weeks from 5 to 10, declined again last week to 8, of which
4 occurred in Glasgow. The 6 deaths referred to different
forms of "fever exceeded by 1 the number in the previous
week, and included 3 in Glasgow, where 5 of the 6 fatal
cases of scarlet fever were also recorded. The deaths
referred to diseases of the respiratory organs in these towns,
which had increased in the preceding six weeks from 98
to 330, were last week 331, and were more than double the
number in the corresponding week of last year. The causes
of 110, or more than 13 per cent., of the deaths in the eight
towns last week were not certified.

HEALTH OF DUBLIN.

The death-rate in Dublin, which bad been 33-9 and 30-3
per 1000 in the preceding two weeks, rose again to 34-7
during the week ending Dec. 5th. During the past
nine weeks of the current quarter the death-rate in the
city averaged 28’2 per 1000, against 18’5 in London and
23-5 in Edinburgh. The 231 deaths in Dublin during the
week under notice ’showed an increase of 29 upon the
number in the previous week, and included 7 which
were referred to "fever," 4 to diarrhoea, 2 to whooping.
cough, and not one either to small-pox, measles, scarlet
fever, or diphtheria. In all, 13 deaths resulted fron
these principal zymotic diseases, equal to an annual
rate of 2’0 per 1000, the rate during the same period
being 2’8 in London and 1’0 in Edinburgh. The fata
cases of "fever," which had been 13 and 8 in the pre
ceding two weeks, further declined last week to 7. The z
deaths from diarrhoea showed a decline of 2 from the numbe
recorded in the previous week. The fatal cases of whooping
cough, which had been 3 and 4 in the preceding tw(
weeks, declined to 2 last week. The 231 deaths registere(
in Dublin included 36 of infants under one year of age
and 83 of persons aged upwards of sixty years; the death
of infants almost corresponded with those of the previou
week, while those of elderly persons showed a marke’
further increase upon recent weekly numbers. Thre
inquest cases and 2 deaths from violence were registered
and 78, or more than a third, of the deaths occurred i]
public institutions. The causes of 22, or nearly 10 pe
cent., of the deaths in the city were not certified.

FOOTBALL CASUALTIES.&mdash;Whilst several school
boys were playing football on the 2nd inst., near the Pont(
fract Day Schools, a youth aged thirteen years fracture
his left leg, and was taken to the accident ward at the di:
pensary.

THE SERVICES.

ARMY MEDICAL STAFF.
ROYAL WARRANT.

Officers of the Medical Staff-Time on Half-pay allowed
to reckon towards retirement.

" VICTORIA R. : Whereas we have deemed it expedient
to extend to the Officers of our Medical Staff the same-
privilege as that enjoyed by Combatant Officers as regards
reckoning time on half-pay towards retirement when such
officers have been placed on half-pay on account of ill-
health contracted in the performance of military duty,--
our will and pleasure is that in Article 1208 (b) of our
Warrant for the pay, appointment, promotion, and retire--
ment of our Army, dated the 6th April, 1891, in the second
line, the words or Officer of our Medical Staff’ shall be
inserted after the words Combatant Officer.’ a3a

11 Given at our Court at Balmoral, this 16th day of
November, in the fifty-fifth year of our reign.

By Her Majesty’s Command,
" EDWARD STANHOPE."

MEDICAL OFFICERS OF THE MILITIA AND VOLUNTEER
. FORCES.

The Army Orders for the present month direct that the
necessary alterations be made in the Militia Regulations,
and in those for the Volunteers and Yeomanry Cavalry, for
conferring the new compound military titles, with sub-
stantive rank corresponding thereto on the Medical Officers
of those services, to take effect from Dec. lst, 1891. Militia.
Medical Officers will take rank with those of the Regular
Forces, but as junior of their respective ranks. The rates.
of pay and allowances are also laid down, together with
regulations affecting first appointments and promotions.
ARMY MEDICAL STAFF. -Surgeon-Captain R. W. H.

Jackson, Medical Staff, has been selected to be attached to
the Coldstream Guards, and has joined for duty in the
place of Surgeon-Captain H. R. Whitehead, appointed
Assistant Professor of Clinical and Military Surgery at
the Aimy Medical School, Netley.
WAR OFFIOE.-The Queen has beengraciously pleased

to approve of the following alteration of designation in,
the rank of Medial Officers serving in the Honourable
Artillery Company of London, Yeomanry, Cavalry, and
Volunteers with effect from Dec. 1st, 1891-viz:-Brigade.
Surgeons, ranking as Lieutenant-Colonels, to be Brigade-
Surgeon-Lieutenant.Colonels; Surgeon-Majors, ranking
as Lieutenant-Colonels, to be Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonels  ;;

Surgeon-Majors and Surgeons, ranking as Majors, to be
Surgeon-Majors; ’,Surgeons, ranking as Captains, to be
Surgeon-Captains; Acting Surgeons, ranking as Lieu-
tenants, to be Surgeon-Lieutenants.
YEOMANRY CAVALRY. -Denbighshire (Hussars): Sur-

geon W. Jones, M.D., resigns his commission (dated
Dec. 5th, 1891).
NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. - Staff Surgeon Alexander

Richard Joyce has been promoted to the rank of Fleet Sur-
geon in Her Majesty’s Fleet (dated Oct. 27th, 1891).-The
following appointments have been made at the Admiralty :-
Fleet Surgeon Mark A. Starte to Cape of Good Hope
Hospital (dated Dec. 3rd, 1891); Staff Surgeon John D.

. Henwood to the Triumph. Surgeons : Henry B. Beatty to
, 

the Belleisle, additional for three months’ stndy (dated
Dec. 12th, 1891); Timothy J. Crowley to the Haulbowline

I Hospital, William H. Norman to the Banterer, James
W. 0. Underhill to Yarmouth Hospital, and Robert Hill

, to the Alexandria (all dated Dec. 5th, 1891) ; Walter
! H. S. Stalkartt to the Racer, and Ernest J. Finch to the
! Superb (dated Dec. 8th, 1891; D. L. Hubbard to be Surgeon
l and Agent at Lynmouth (dated Dec. 7th, 1891).
: VOLUNTEER CORPS. - Artillery: 1st Essex (Eastern
, Division, Royal Artillery): Surgeon and Surgeon-Major1 (ranking as Lieutenant-Colonel) R. Corbet resigns his
r 

commission; also is permitted to retain his rauk, and to
- 

continue to wear the uniform of the Corps on his retire-
- ment (dated Nov. 30th, 1891).
- INFANTRY VOLUNTEER BRIGADE. - Tay Brigade:
- Surgeon Lieutenant - Colonel J. Mackie, jun., M.D.,
i 2nd (Angus) Volunteer Battalion, the Black Watch (Royal
" Highlanders), to be Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel

(dated Dec. 5th, 1891).


